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Basic Project Info

Title: SCHISMA

Writer: Cameron A. Straughan

Test Audience: Festival Readers

Data Status: LSN Verified Audience Data

1. Project Overview

A deeply philosophical and personal cosmic horror script set aboard the Nova II. A
fractured, unstable crew, led by the stoic Captain Casey Adler, is sent to investigate a
massive, sentient purple anomaly. The mission is secretly an experimental matrix designed
by the military to provoke the entity. As the anomaly's radiation permeates the ship, it
forces the crew to confront their inner traumas, resulting in surreal, Cronenberg-esque
body horror and grotesque physical transformations that serve as a profound metaphor for
evolution and self-acceptance

2. Reader Feedback Breakdown

Test Audience: Festival Readers (excerpt)
Data Status: LSN Verified Reader Data

Based on the 1-to-10 rating scale provided by readers of the screenplay excerpt.

Screenplay Element Average Score (out | LSN Market Assessment
of 10)
Characters (Acting Proxy) 9.0 Excellent (Crew dynamics and

paranoia are top-tier)

Pacing / Visuals (Camera 8.7 Excellent (Spectacular, highly
Proxy) visual body horror)

Engagement 8.7 Strong

(Impressiveness)

Atmosphere / Tone 8.3 Strong (Claustrophobic and deeply
(Directing Proxy) atmospheric)

Plot (Script) 7.3 Good

Overall Screenplay Rating: Excellent (4.7 / 5)



3. Audience Psychology & Emotional Perception Analysis

How the audience feels and connects with the material:

Claustrophobia & Paranoia (Tension/Suspense): Readers felt completely immersed
in the isolated, retro-futuristic environment of the Nova II. The rising tension among
the crew builds perfectly, creating a suffocating atmosphere of dread.

Visceral Body Horror: The script's unflinching descriptions of physical
mutations—such as pineal glands tearing through foreheads and bodies exploding
into viscera —provoked strong visceral reactions, with readers noting the immense,
spectacular challenge this will pose for practical makeup and prosthetics.
Philosophical Resonance: Despite the terrifying imagery, readers connected with
the script's thematic depth. The surreal horror is grounded in a profoundly moving
metaphor about identity, trauma, and self-acceptance.

4. Key Hooks

The specific elements that grab attention:

The Sentient Anomaly: A massive, pulsing vertical slit in space that mirrors human
heartbeats and bends radiation, acting as a cosmic mirror to the crew's psyches.
The "Expendable” Matrix Twist: The realization that the crew was deliberately
chosen for their instability to serve as human probes for a classified military
experiment.

Surreal Evolution: The climax, where characters literally fuse and evolve into new,
androgynous beings, pushing the boundaries of traditional sci-fi horror into
something transcendent and cosmic.

5. Initial Audience Segments

Who is this screenplay for?

Cosmic & Body Horror Fans: Audiences who gravitate toward the surreal, visceral
terror of Annihilation, The Fly, or Under the Skin.

Psychological Sci-Fi Lovers: Viewers seeking deep, thematic explorations of trauma
and human evolution in isolated space environments (Solaris, Event Horizon).

6. Positioning Challenges & Tips

Navigating the market:



e Challenge: Extreme Body Horror. The graphic nature of the transformations may
alienate mainstream sci-fi audiences looking for a traditional space adventure.

e Tip: Lean entirely into the "Prestige Cosmic Horror" label. Market the script not just
as a monster movie, but as a deeply philosophical, psychological thriller.

e Challenge: Practical Effects Budget. As readers noted, the complex body horror
transformations will require a high level of practical makeup and VFX to execute
properly.

e Tip: Package the script with a strong visual lookbook or concept art that proves
these transformations can be executed stylishly and effectively, highlighting their
thematic necessity.

7. Final

"SCHISMA" is absolute top-tier cosmic horror. It brilliantly marries claustrophobic,
deep-space paranoia with profound, Cronenberg-esque body horror. Earning outstanding
marks for its Characters (9.0) and Visuals (8.7), the script offers a deeply personal and
philosophical journey disguised as a terrifying survival thriller. The unflinching atmosphere,
combined with its unique thematic depth regarding self-acceptance and evolution, makes
it a highly memorable project with strong potential for specialized genre festivals and bold,
visionary production companies.

8. How LSN Can Support Your Script Journey

We see "SCHISMA" as a high-concept, prestige sci-fi horror with immense visual and
thematic potential. Here is how we can systematically support its development and
placement:

Strategic Development & Visual Packaging

e Lookbook & Tone Definition: We can help create a visual pitch deck including video
highlighting the striking contrast between the black, retro-futuristic Nova II and the
vibrant, pulsing purple of the anomaly, referencing films like Annihilation and Color
Out of Space.

Market Positioning & Festival Strategy

e Targeted Festival Circuit: We will curate submissions for premier genre festivals
(e.g., Sitges, Fantastic Fest, Fantasia) that celebrate bold, transgressive body horror
and sci-fi.

Messaging & Viral Potential

e Logline & Hook Refinement: "An expendable crew sent to investigate a sentient
cosmic anomaly must survive their own horrific, physical evolutions when the entity
forces them to confront their deepest traumas.”



e Keywords & Branding: "Cosmic Horror," "Psychological Sci-Fi," "Body Horror
Metaphor

<~ If you'd like to explore next steps just reply to our email.

With respect and admiration,
— The LSN Team

READ MORE ON OUR WEBSITE

Live Screenings Network


https://www.livescreeningsfilmfestival.com/distribution
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